
From the Desk of the Presiding Bishop 

GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST 
AND ON EARTH, PEACE, GOODWILL TO ALL. 

The Prophet Isaiah tells us that One would come who would be called, “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.” After long years of waiting that angels proclaimed, “Be not 
afraid for behold I bring you good tidings of great joy which is come to all people, for to you is born this 
day in the City of David, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” The Prince of Peace had come to bring us 
peace. 

Our Christ came as a child, a human being like us over 2000 years ago. He came to bring peace, joy, a 
renewed covenant with God the Father, a call to love, and eternal life in him. He came as an innocent 
child, naked and helpless to show God’s great love for our human nature and to witness to our call to 
holiness and wholeness in him. When we give gifts at Christmas, they should be selfless representations 
of our love for each other and a celebration of good human nature that has been sanctified in the 
redemptive acts of Christ our Born Savior. Jesus came down to earth and GAVE HIMSELF. 

The angel proclaims the peace on earth that the Child Jesus came to bring. Jesus conquers and destroys 
evil in our world by his existence. Jesus the Messiah offers life and salvation to all who believe. God the 
Father’s will is shown in the gift of the Savior, the Prince of Peace. In the incarnation of Jesus, God gives 
Himself to this world and us. God brings us peace. 

Peace is much more than the absence of war. SHALOM is the Hebrew word for peace which 
encompasses all we need for a full and rich life. To have shalom is to have everything we need such as 
food and clothing, home, work and income, a devoted family, and orderly community, good government, 
favorable weather, peace and health, a good reputation and true friends and neighbors. 

Shalom is what God gives us in Jesus Christ. He is the peace that surpasses human understanding. It 
comes to us now in small bits, fragments of the great peace that shall come in God’s kingdom. During the 
Christmas season, many times people are kinder to one another, fights, wars take pause, the media, and 
news is filled with more stories of charity, love, selflessness and joy. If only we could be inspired to 
maintain the shalom of the Christmas season year round. What a world it would be!   

The shalom we experience during this season is a fore taste of the peace, we will experience in fullness 
with God in heaven. That peace that we will experience in God’s eternal kingdom is a peace that will 
have no end. 

We should listen closely to the call of the angels. We should hear their message that God is pleased with 
us. God’s peace can surround us if only we are open to it and share it ourselves. Glory to God in the 
highest and on earth peace, good will to all. We must get rid of hostility we hold and forget our grudges. 
We must love as Jesus loved. We must make the love we share with Jesus become eternally incarnate in 
our world and day. We must walk through the darkness and look at the starry sky. We must feel that all is 
calm and all is bright. Maybe the Christmas peace we celebrate during this season will not last; but, God’s 
peace will. God has given us Jesus, Wonderful Counselor, Emmanuel, the Prince of Peace. Amen. 

My prayer for each and every one of you is for PEACE, SHALOM, and all good things in Christ Jesus 
our Savior! 


